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‘Southwest Broward temple continues to grow

By Davin A, Sciwartz
STAFFWRITER

A Jerusalem stone wall
rises behind the bima and
sunlight penetrates
stained glass windows
with scenes from the Old
Testament and the Holo-
caust tolight Temple Beth
Emet’s sanctuary.

The Cooper City Re-
form synagogue recently
celebrated its more than 30

‘vears in southwest
Broward County.

Marshall Weinberg, 67,
Beth Emet'sfirst presi-
dent, remembers when the
17 friends eating together
after asoftball gamein
1977 decided to starta
synagogue. “The first serv-
icewasatmy house,”
Weinberg said last week.

Weinberg's daughter
Erica was the young syna-
gogue’'s first bat mitzvah in
1978, he said. Today, Erica
Woodham and her family

are temple members.

Bennett Greenspon, a
young rabbi who had re-
cently graduated from the
Hebrew Union Collegein
Cincinnati, became the
synagogue’s first rabbiin
the same year.

“He was looking fora
place to call home,” Wein-
berg said.

Cantor Jan Speer was
hired after performing
High Holiday services.
“Everybody fellin love
with her,” Weinberg said.

The years have been in-
teresting and wonderful,
Greenspon, 59, said. He
came to South Florida in
1977 because he had fami-
ly here and started helping
out the synagogue, Green-
spon said.

“When we got together,
we stayed together,” he
said. “We basically all grew
together. We got to change
together. As our needs

e

Rabbi Bennett Greenspon and Cantor Jan Sheer have been with
Temple Beth Emet from the beginning. Stalr phote/Fric Bojanowski

changed, we were able to
morphintowhat we all
needed.

“I.came for the people.
ended up staying for the
people,” Greenspon said.

Beth Emet gave Sheer
her first job as a cantor,

“We kindof grew to-
gether.” shesaid. Sheer
said she grew profession-
ally and met some of her
closest friends at the syna-
gogue.

Therewerevery few
women cantors 30 years

ago, Sheer, 52, said. She
had a degree in voice from
the University of Florida
and trained with rabbi and
cantor Morris Kipper of
Temple Judea in Coral Ga-
bles. He helped her “merge
alove for music and a love
for Judaism in one career.”
she said.

Working with Green-
sponhasbeen“agood
marriage,” Sheer said. “It’s
kind of rare to find a cantor
and a rabbi who have been
together for that long.”

Thesynagogue had
some austere beginnings,
Sheer said.

Over the years services
were ata Montessori
school in Hollywood, Pem-
broke Pines Middle
School, a hospital annex
andatMiramar High
School.

After meeting in port-
ables for a few years, the
congregation built a syna-

gogue in Pembroke Pines
in 1986.

Temple Beth Emet kept
growing. Anew home
opened its doors in Cooper
City late in 2000,

Harold Gubnitsky, 47,
currently in his second
year as president, said the
synagogue accepts awide
continuum of beliefs. Serv-
ices are a balance between
traditional and modern Ju-
daism, he said.

The 8BO0-family syna-
gogue is “weighted more
to a younger crowd,” Gub-
nitsky said. It has a thriv-
ing early childhood educa-
tion program with a day
school for childrenin Ist
through5thgrades, a
youth program and a sum-
mer camp, he said.

With a [4-acre campus,
Beth Emet could add onto
the school, Gubnitsky said.
“We have the ability to
grow.”
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